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RiNo PARTNERS WITH CITY, PILOTS HOMELESS EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM 

  
DENVER, September 7, 2017 — RiNo is getting a deep clean with the help of Denver’s 
community experiencing homelessness, thanks to a new partnership between the RiNo Art 
District and Business Improvement District, Denver Human Services (DHS), and the Denver 
Day Works program. In a pilot program launched Tuesday, September 5, Denver Day Works 
workers - members of the Denver community who are experiencing homelessness - will 
provide neighborhood cleaning for three weeks to maintain a clean, welcoming 
environment before, during, and after the RiNo Art District’s annual street art event, 
CRUSH.  
  
“RiNo is committed to advancing meaningful ways to support our community experiencing 
homelessness and to providing them with pathways to employment and success,” said 
Jamie Licko, RiNo Art District President. “Our neighborhood has needs that the Denver Day 
Works program can fill, and so this pilot partnership with DHS to bring Denver Day 
Works here was one we pursued strongly. We want to create a sound structure that we can 
use to employ the help of these individuals on an ongoing basis in our district. We are 
committed to finding a way to make it a permanent partnership.” 
  
The Denver Day Works program, which provides low- to no-barrier work experience for 
people experiencing homelessness will employ up to 36 individuals per week in RiNo, for 
three weeks. Workers are paid $12.59 an hour for their services. While on-
site, RiNo businesses will be backing the effort and supporting the success of the effort. To 
date, Wolf Properties, Denver Central Market, Crema Coffee and The Rackhouse have 
committed to help by providing meals and facilities for the workers’ use while on 
site. Throughout the workday, DHS will offer employment training and services to the 
workers with the goal of helping them obtain long term employment.  
 
“Denver Day Works is a key part of our new strategy to connect residents to a good home, 
good health and a good job so that they can live a good life here in Denver,” Mayor Michael 
B. Hancock said. “Through this pilot partnership with the RiNo Art District and Business 
Improvement District, we’re going to connect even more individuals in our city who are 
experiencing homelessness with training, job opportunities and the right services at the 
right time.” 
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Centering the pilot program around RiNo’s annual street art event CRUSH created a perfect 
opportunity to test how the program works in different capacities, including how it can 
support the community during special event programming. “With 100 new murals, over 100 
artists from around the world, and upwards of 25,000 visitors during the week of the event, 
we wanted to make sure the area was welcoming to everyone coming to RiNo in the coming 
weeks,” said CRUSH Program Director, Lindsey Hendershot. 
  
RiNo is providing all the materials for the crews to carry out their work and is investing in 
Denver Day Works through a cash contribution to help support expansion of the 
program. While the three-week pilot is a trial run, the RiNo Art District and DHS have 
already committed to a longer-term partnership and discussed future projects. 
  
“This program is just the beginning for RiNo,” said Licko. “We look forward to collaborating 
and creating successful, meaningful, productive strategies to support those experiencing 
homelessness in Denver.” 
  

### 
 
About the RiNo Art District 
Located just north of downtown Denver, the RiNo Art District includes a remarkable 
concentration of creative businesses, including architects, art galleries, designers, furniture 
makers, illustrators, painters, media artists, photographers, sculptors and an array of studio 
spaces. As a Colorado Certified Creative District, Business Improvement District, and General 
Improvement District, the RiNo Art District is a non-profit serving to promote and advocate 
for the artists, businesses, residents, and neighborhood. For more information, 
visit www.rinoartdistrict.org. 
  
About Denver Day Works 
The Denver Day Works Pilot Program is a supported work program designed to provide a 
low- to no-barrier work experience for people throughout the city who are experiencing 
homelessness, while also connecting participants to supportive services such as food, 
housing, and other necessities. The program is funded through a partnership between 
Denver's Road Home, Denver Public Works, Denver Parks & Recreation and Denver Human 
Services. For more information, 
visit: http://www.denvergov.org/content/denvergov/en/denver-human-
services/community-outreach/denver-day-works.html 
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