
WEST COLFAX BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
CALL TO MURAL & LIGHTING ARTISTS

Project Overview

The West Colfax Business Improvement District (WCBID), in partnership with the Denver Streets
Partnership (DSP), the Latino Cultural Arts Center (LCAC), and the Westside Stadium Community
Coalition (WSCC), seek an artist or artist-led team to develop an integrated lighting & mural
installation under the Colfax Viaduct.

The Goal

This call is an outgrowth of a Colfax Viaduct study and the international night market that will
take place below the viaduct. The international night market was developed by the Sun Valley
community and Westside Stadium Community Coalition to create a space for neighborhood
entrepreneurs to flourish and for the community to gather.  The goal is to activate the space with
an art installation to enhance the visitor experience and create a welcoming and safe
environment during a nighttime event.

About the Space

The space is adjacent to the Latino Cultural Arts Center (LCAC) under a bridge owned by the
Colorado Department of Transportation. As shown on this location diagram, the space for the art
installation includes the underside of the bridge, the columns (see examples here), and
potentially the large wall on the Latino Cultural Arts Center. The area below the bridge is a
Denver right-of-way and is currently used for overflow parking for the Broncos Stadium. Our
longer-term goal is to activate the entire viaduct between LCAC and Meow Wolf (to be known as
Projecto Viaducto).

Creative Intent & Parameters

The installation should be large-scale and visible to those on nearby transit, biking trails and
walking paths. The content should be evocative of the neighborhood and its diverse residents
and history, including West Colfax and Sun Valley’s long-standing immigrant populations, recent
refugees from Africa, Asia and elsewhere, and the area’s LatinX, Indigenous and Jewish history.
Community stakeholders suggest an overarching theme that ties together the neighborhood’s
diversity. For example, a food theme reflecting this location's prior and proposed use as a food
market.

Since the space has limited natural light and the purpose is to activate this area for a night

market, there is a requirement for a lighting component to work with murals in the overall

installation. This can be achieved through atmospheric or thematic lighting such as in this

example of a public light installation located on an underpass.

In terms of lighting, there are three different approaches to consider for accomplishing the

project goals. These include:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FrCvSoc87J1M4IaiKM64tmSIdssJdPfo/view?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/search?q=column+murals&tbm=isch&chips=q:column+art,g_1:painted:WzS_OBgzvUs%3D,online_chips:bridge:Mg2Poy70iyw%3D&rlz=1C1CHBD_enUS896US896&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjEoZu-2JfyAhVCWqwKHR14DcYQ4lYoBHoECAEQHA&biw=1519&bih=664
https://www.google.com/search?q=underpass+public+art+lighting&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwjSm7i4uLvxAhUSUM0KHVr0AUoQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=underpass+public+art+lighting&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzoECCMQJ1C6zQFY9YICYOeEAmgPcAB4AYAB9AGIAcELkgEGMTguMS4xmAEAoAEBqgELZ3dzLXdpei1pbWfAAQE&sclient=img&ei=wVXaYJK3N5KgtQba6IfQBA&rlz=1C1CHBD_enUS896US896


1. Atmospheric or spot lighting that runs from a supply in the LCAC building to the base of

viaduct columns -- creates look and feel and interacts with murals; would need to be

installed for each event.

2. Atmospheric or spot lighting affixed to the LCAC rear facade casting light in the area --

illuminates and interacts with murals.

3. Themed or atmospheric lighting that is affixed to the bridge structure -- murals might be

a lesser component in this case. Note that this approach will require CDOT permitting

and engineered drawings, which would be paid  for via a separate budget.

Some design considerations include:

● Integrated/complementary approach to murals and lighting
● Access to electricity from the LCAC may be assumed
● Lighting installation need (hung from structure vs. installation along the ground)

● Risk of vandalism
● Night market events will be periodic, with the space otherwise used for parking and

stadium events
● Any element requiring affixation to the viaduct in particular should be designed with

minimal intrusion (if any) into the bridge structure, with contemplated exception for
conduit screws.  More generally, see these guidelines, with the caveat that they are
intended for more permanent installations.

Artist Selection Process and Selection Criteria

The selection of an artist or artist-led team for the project will be based on creativity, ability to
achieve project objectives described above, professional qualifications, experience, and
demonstrated ability to work within a budget and complete projects. Willingness to engage and
work with the community will also be an important consideration.  Preference will be given to
competitive entries from West Denver-based artists.

Based on initial responses, a short list of up to three semi-finalists will be selected to develop
proposals with a $200 stipend. These semi-finalists will receive more specific information
regarding the site and project and will have the opportunity to meet with the selection
committee.

WCBID may elect to select more than one artist or design team to complete artwork, although
the preference is to select pre-existing partners or collaborators who propose as a team. The
selected artist(s) will be chosen based on their creative concept as it relates specifically to the
location and international night market concept as well as budget and consideration of
constraints for installation on CDOT facilities (see below re: approvals).

Selection Committee
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The Selection Committee will consist of representatives of the WCBID, WSCC, DSP, LCAC and a
representative design team engaged for the mobility project.

The WCBID is located along West Colfax Avenue in Denver, and is undertaking a study of how to
activate and increase safety in and around the Colfax Viaduct. Previous WCBID projects include
art bus shelters, wayfinding signage, muralized pedestrian lighting, median public art as well as
several street, utility box and building murals.

Approval Process

Due to the art installation’s placement on a CDOT facility, it will require review and final approval
from the Colorado Department of Transportation and the City of Denver.

Project Timeline

Design including any needed engineering and approvals: end of year
Murals installation: fall (ideally) or spring
Lighting elements fully installed:  February

Budget

The total budget is anticipated to be between $35,000-$45,000, and up to an additional $14,800
for engineering and  elements of the lighting infrastructure that can be characterized as
functional and/or non-artistic.  The contract amount is exclusive of lighting infrastructure
inclusive of all costs associated with the project including, but not limited to, the design fee,
revisions to work through CDOT approvals with related consultation, insurance including
Colorado Workers Compensation, materials, fabrication, transportation and installation,
including any building or site modification required, travel to and from the site, per diem
expenses, contingency to cover unexpected expenses, and in the case of affixed and more
permanent installation on-going maintenance for a period of 3 years.  Please note in your
submittal a breakdown to indicate the relative cost for lighting versus artwork.

Maintenance

All applicants are requested to include in their responses an accounting for assumption of the
maintenance responsibility noted above, with the understanding that public art projects are in
the public right-of-way, and will be subject to weather and potential vandalism.

Application Process and Submittal Materials

Please include the following in your application (*required):

(1) Name*

(2) Email*

(3) Phone Number*
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(4) Portfolio Examples*
Applicant must submit 6-8 digital images of previously completed artwork. Other
reference materials for previous works not available digitally may also be submitted,
though this is not preferred.  Digital images must be in .jpeg format, 300 dpi at a scale of
no more than 6 inches and no less than 4 inches.  A separate .word or .pdf file is to be
submitted with a title and description for each image.

(5) Letter of Interest*
Applicant must submit a letter of interest of no more than 1000 words that briefly
outlines your interest in this project.

(6) Resume*
Applicant must also submit a current résumé of no more than two pages that outlines
your professional accomplishments as an artist.

(7) Rendering or Project Specific Illustration (optional)
Applicant may submit a proposal or illustrate the concept for the artwork specifically for
this project at their own discretion.

Submissions are to be sent preferably digitally to:
Dan Shah at dshah@westcolfaxbid.org and Alfredo Reyes alfredo@lcac-denver.org

Or optional by mail or in person to:
Dan Shah
West Colfax BID
3275 W 14th Ave, #202
Denver, CO 80204

Timeline

On-site Informational Session with Q&A on August 27, 2021 at 10am
Rolling deadline to submit questions to Dan Shah and Alfredo Reyes via email
Submissions due Friday October 1, 2021, by 5PM
Semi-finalists will have approximately 2 weeks to prepare & present proposals after selection
Finalist Selection to be awarded by end of October, 2021
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